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SUBJECT: GROUND TROOP WITHDRAWAL: KOREAN PRESS COVERAGE 

REF: STATE 122480 

1 . I WELL UNDERSTAND AND SHARE CONCERN REGARDING INITIAL 
KOREAN PRESS COVERAGE OF GENERAL SINGLAUB'S STATEMENTS. 

HOWEVER, ALTER INITIAL FLURRY, PRESS THE PAST TWO DAYS HAS 
TAKEN INCREASINGLY POSITIVE STANCE, FOLLOWING LEAD OE OEEICIAL 
ROKG STATEMENTS AND BRIEEING. HABIB/BROWN PRESS CONEERENCE 
MAY 27 RECEIVED TOP PRESS PLAY, ALONG WITH ROKG STATEMENTS 
EMPHASIZING COMPENSATORY AND COOPERATIVE MEASURES, AND 
ACCEPTANCE OE U.S. DECISION ON GROUND FORCES WITHDRAWAL AS 
EINAL. SINGLAUB WAS PUSHED TO BACK PAGES MAY 27. THIS LINE 
OBVIOUSLY STANDS TO INTEREST OE PRESIDENT PARK, WHO MUST NOW 
GET HIS PUBLIC TO BUCKLE DOWN AND ACCEPT GROUND EORCES 
WITHDRAWAL, ALONG WITH IMPLICATIONS FOR FURTHER KOREAN 
DEEENSE EEFORTS. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN ONLY ONE PARTICULARLY DIFEICULT PRESS 
PROBLEM THE PAST FEW DAYS, NAMELY, PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
COMMENTS ON PARK'S ADVOCACY OF TROOP WITHDRAWAL. I HAVE 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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SENT SEPTEL ON THIS QUESTION. 

3. I INTEND TO KEEP A VERY CLOSE EYE ON HOW PRESS AND 

THE KOREAN GOVERNEMT HANDLE GROUND EORCES WITHDRAWAL 
STORY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OE ABOVE, WOULD PREEER TO HOLD 
OEF HITTING ROKG ON PRESS COVERAGE DIRECTLY. BUT, AT ALT. 
APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITIES, I WILL CONTINUE TO POINT OUT 
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THAT WE BOTH MUST TAKE POSITIVE RATHER THAN PESSIMISTIC VIEW 
OF WITHDRAWAL, AND EMPHASIZE THAT WE ARE ACTING FROM STRENGTH 
AND WITH ASSURANCE SECRITY OE KOREA CAN BE MAINTAINED. I 
PLAN TO STRESS THIS VIEW IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN TERMS OE 
PUBLIC STATEMENTES AND PRESS COVERAGE. 

4. UNDERSECRETARY HABIB DEPARTED SEOUL BEFORE RECEIPT 
REETEL BUT I HAVE CHECKED GIST OF ABOVE WITH HIM AND HE WILL 
CONVEY HIS VIEWS TO YOU DIRECTLY. 

SNEIDER 
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